
Allison Agius
I love the fact that the author is only a part of the story, and that the reader brings all their 
experiences, judgements and life lessons to bear on what is being read. 
All my fiction books are based in the North East and most of my covers feature the North 
East.  In short, I am proud to be a North East writer.
I write gritty thrillers, putting ordinary people into extraordinary circumstances, because 
I love to see what happens.  Often my characters surprise me and that’s when I know…
magic does exist!

Peter Brunton
Peter has drawn on his experiences working on an oil rig to write 3 children’s books.
The 67-year-old former offshore worker wrote the tale, Sally the Oil Rig Seal, after his 
time on the Buchan Alpha rig. He said: “I was going to the tea shack when I spotted 
something in the water.
“I was with two colleagues and they said it was Sally the seal and that they saw her ev-
ery year. I said: ‘There are thousands of seals it can’t be the same seal’.
He wrote the book in 1993 and got friend and colleague Trevor Kirton, a diving super-
intendent to illustrate the story. Six Element publishers have really brought the story to 
life. When I saw the finished book I had a lump in my throat. I thought it looked wonderful 
- exactly how I wanted it to.
Peter’s character Sally has been adopted by the Teesside branch of  the Multiple scle-
rosis society. Sally can be seen with Roary the Lion and other mascots entertaining the 
children at all Boro Saturday home matches. 

C G Hatton
C G Hatton is a writer and editor based in the North-East of England. She has a PhD 
in geology and a background in journalism, having worked as a sub-editor and editor 
at several newspapers. More recently, she has written and published four books in the 
Thieves’ Guild sci-fi/thriller series and co-edited the Tiny Globule anthology of short sci-fi 
stories.  
She loves meringue, supports Tottenham Hotspur (through thick and thin); drinks rum 
and listens to Linkin Park; has climbed active volcanoes; walked on the Great Wall of 
China and been mugged in Brazil.  
She is married with two young daughters and is currently working on the fifth and sixth 
books in the Thieves’ Guild series, a series of YA novels, and the script for a graphic 
novel based on the Thieves’ Guild books. 

David McCaffrey
David lives with his family in Redcar and works as an Infection Prevention and Control 
nurse. His 1st thriller novel, Hellbound, was voted by WH Smith readers as one of the 
2014’s most underrated crime novels and he was awarded Author of the Year by his 
publisher in December. He has three novels due out this year and two audio books…and 
occasionally sleeps!

Will Nett 
Will is the author of My Only Boro: A Walk Through Red And White, which has been 
variously described as ‘mint‘, ‘class‘ and ‘a searing insight into the mind of a Northerner‘. 
His second book, Billy No Maps, is an account of a shambolic round-the-world trip taken 
in 2006. He spends most of his time travelling aimlessly, staring forlornly into the River 
Tees, and researching his next 26 books.‘ 

Beryl Robinson
Beryl worked full time in the civil service but decided to do a part time degree course in 
History and Politics, completing a BA (Hons) in 1995 at the University of Teesside. 
Over the past few years she has volunteered with British Charity ‘The Book Bus’ in Zambia 
where she has taught in the village schools and orphanage. In 2012 she met Princess Ann 
who was touring as part of the Queen’s Anniversary.  It now feels like a home from home 
though the camping gets harder and harder each time.
Beryl is a member of the Stokesley U3A (University of the Third Age) where she attends a 
number of classes including creative writing. It was there she began writing short stories 
and poetry before her debut novel which started as a two page story. However it just con-
tinued until her novel “A Life of Consequence” was completed. It is a historical novel which 
needed a lot of research so her degree experience came in very useful. It is a story of love 
and hardship in the 1860s with Hannah escaping to a new life. The consequences of her 
decision haunt her and it threatens to take her away from everything she loves. 

Melvyn Small
Born in Stockton-on-Tees and raised in nearby Billingham, Mel left Northfield Comprehen-
sive School at 16 to train as a civil engineering technician at Cleveland County Council 
Surveyor and Engineer’s Department. 
The comedy in Mel’s literary output is seen as a function of a Teesside up bringing. Mel’s 
first foray into the world of creative writing came in the form of slogans for leading tee shirt 
retailer Shot Dead In The Head. Mel’s work included the popular What Part Of Theoretical 
Physics Do You Not Understand?, Booze/Kebab/Taxi/Bed and Back to my place for a crisp 
sandwich?  His latest book Holmes is a series of short stories based on the premise that 
Sherlock Holmes lived in Middlesbrough in the present day.

Dr David Waugh 
David is a senior teaching fellow and subject leader for Primary English at Durham Univer-
sity.  He has published extensively in primary education, with more than 30 books currently 
in print, including best-selling works on phonics, writing, children’s literature, grammar, 
and reading development.  He also writes children’s stories, and his first children’s novels, 
Lottie’s Run and “Girls Can’t Play Football!”, were published in 2015.  David is a former 
deputy headteacher, and was Head of Education Department at University of Hull from 
2005 to 2008, and Regional Adviser for ITT for the National Strategies from 2008 to 2010.  
He is a governor at a local school, a lifelong Doncaster Rovers supporter, and regularly 
runs for a range of charities.  He is married with two children and four grandchildren.

Mudfog
Mudfog, established in 1993, is a non-profit community publisher which works to support 
new writers and writing from the Tees Valley and surrounding areas, and mostly publishes 
poetry and short fiction.  Several Mudfog authors have gone on to be published more 
widely and to establish their reputations regionally and nationally.
We will be represented at the Speed Dating event by at least one member of our Editorial 
Board and possibly by one or more of our writers; and will be offering some short readings 
from some of our publications. 
Looking forward to meeting readers keen to support writing from our region.

Peter Taylor
Peter lives locally and Robert Hale has published his seven westerns and six crime novels. 
Most are also in large print . His novel Deceived was Evening Gazette Book of the Month. 
All six crime novels are set in the Teesside area .


