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Nicest Bloke in the World drops by!
January 23rd was a pretty special day for all of us at DRAKE - 
The Bookshop and for a huge number of youngsters too. As 
          those of you who follow 
          us on Twitter and Facebook 
          know we pulled off a bit of a 
          coup by getting author and
          illustrator Nick Sharratt to come and join us in the shop
	 	 	 	 	 					for	a	book	signing	and	to	officially	open	the	shop.	Kids
          and adults alike were thrilled to meet the creator of the
	 	 	 	 	 					illustrations	of	Tracy	Beaker	who	finished	off	a	hectic	day
          in Teesside by joining around 100 of us at the end of
          an otherwise miserable Saturday. We will try to give 
everyone a bit more notice of future signings, but this one came about after a cheeky 
tweet to Nick on one Saturday and his arrival the next! Thanks to Steph Roundsmith for the 
heads up that he was in the area and thanks to Nick for being such a legend!
We are currently badgering Joanna Cannon (The Trouble with Goats and Sheep) and Ian 
McMillan (Neither Nowt not Summat) via social media and both see keen to join us, so 
watch this space and your emails from us!

STOP PRESS! 
Story Time
We are starting a 
Story Time for Toddlers 
and Parents every 
Friday morning, 
starting on Friday 26th February from 
10:30 until 11:00. 
Come and join us for a story on
a different topic each week. 
The 1st topic will be  
Get in touch with us for more 
details.
(may change if too much of a library clash)

Dates for your Diary
 March 3  World Book Day (Offers & Events in shop)
 March 6  Mother’s Day 
 March 21 World Poetry Day
 March 25  Tolkien Reading Day
 April 23  World Book Night (more info to follow)
 April 23 Bard is my Bag (Events & Offers in shop)

Coming Soon: 
March’s Newsletter will see the introduction of a new 
feature ... Dear Drakey. This is your opportunity to 
ask your literary based question. Drop us an email and 
we will answer your teasers via the newsletter.

BEARS.

	 	 	
	 	 	 Thanks	for	your	support	from 
       DRAKE - The Bookshop.
        Having just completed our 1st book lover’s event we would like  
	 							to	thank	everyone	for	their	interest,	support	and	attendance	at	this		
	 							year’s	LYLA.	All	of	the	events	were	positive	and	the	vibe	around		
        some was excellent. We have learned lots ready for next year’s event 
and	hope	that	people	will	spread	the	word	and	make	LYLAII	bigger	and	better.	
Thanks to everyone who was involved and we hope to see you in the shop soon.



Reading 
Challenge

1 or 2 people have let us 
have the titles they chose 
and the category it went 
with. We would love ot be 
able to collate a list and 
see if there are any themes.
“Local Author” Melvyn 
Small’s novel Holmes and 
“book you’ve read before” 
Rope Burns by FX Toole are 
early entries with The Hob-
bit as book “you previously 
abandoned” being 
considered reluctantly by 
one customer!

READING GROUP:
At our 1st meeting the Reading Group chose 
The Good Father by Marion Husband (who is 
incidentally from Norton). We have agreed 
that the next meeting is to be held here in the 
bookshop on Friday March 11th at the slightly 
later time of 1:15pm. If you would like to get 
involved there is still a copy available to 
borrow from us. There is no hard and fast 
committment, it’s just a bit of fun and a way 
to meet new people and perhaps read 
something a little different to your usual book

  
Meanwhile, our 1st guest reading group 
enjoyed a change of scenery this week and 
had a meeting in the shop. If your group 
meets during the day and would like 
somewhere new to try drop us a line at 
drake_thebookshop@hotmail.com or call us 
on 07949049917.

BOOK REVIEWS
Defender of the Realm by Mark Huckerby & Nick Ostler

From the TV scriptwriters of the new Dangermouse se-
ries comes a debut teen novel that makes the Royal 
family and history cool in the way Simon Mayo made 
science cool. 
To say too much would spoil it; the book starts by 
sending you off in a completely different direction 
before you’ve even realised there was a direction!
Suffice	to	say	Alfred	is	the	Prince	of	Wales	at	the	start	
and Hayley is an ordinary carer (if there is such a 
thing) looking after her “Royals loving” gran. By the 
end  everything has changed. 
Oh and there is a dragon!

The Trouble with Goats and Sheep by Joanna Cannon

The summer of 1976, and 10 year olds Grace and 
Tilly take the disappearance of Mrs Creasey into their 
own hands. They live in a cul de sac and behind 
every door is another secret. A fantastic debut novel 
which mixes the long hot summer of ‘76 with friend-
ships, idolisation and growing up; the cringy hindsight 
comedy of 70s faux pas; a sinister undercurrent and  
an appearance from a higher power!. 

Mother’s Day IDeas
We have a number of cool book ideas that 
would make the ideal gift for any book 
loving mother from poems to postcards and 
mindfulness to journals. Pop in and have a 
look. 

And don’t forget books last 
longer than flowers!

  World Book Day is on March 3rd. We
  are participating in a World Record
  attempt with St Cuthbert’s school on
  Monday 23rd February  so the shop will
  be ‘closed’ from 2pm till around 3pm. 

We will be exchanging World Book Day vouchers 
between 29th February and 27th March. You can either 
claim your £1 book (pictured right) or use the voucher 
against any children’s/teen  book in the shop. 


